Norfolk Austin Seven Club,
30 St Edmunds Road, Acle, Norwich, NR13 3BP.
Tel: 01493-750805 E-mail: jb.na7c@tesco.net

April-2006

Seven Heaven comes to a Jag-ged End at the Parson Woodford®om our Reporter Mr Nick Walmsley

The return match between the quiz teams of the Nodaguar Drivers’ Club and the NA7C at the Parson Woodfputbeat our
March Club Night was not especially glorious for theth@ub. NA7C won the first match in 2005, giving us tigatrto hold the
handsome trophy of a mounted Jaguar car for a year andtloarhof hosting the event this time: both clubs na¢déhe Parson
Woodforde, but on different evenings.

The NA7C could be said to have been very kind in that we vedhthe duo that caused a sensation in the Norfolk AdsGiub
team last year — Rick and Cherry Fryer. Self-conte&pgizaholics’, this time they set the questions anddaaseQuiz Master and
Scorer. Their excellent questions were very varied aitd tpugh, especially when nerves and adrenalin took @¥éro wrote
“Shall | compare thee to a summers’ day?” — no paus¢hfaught — BUZZZZz7!!! *Yes, Austin?’ ‘Wordsworth! ..oh, b*m!);
the photographic ‘Cars and their Founders’quiz sheets rieadd our enthusiast knowledge: “Good heavens, is¢ladly Cecil
Kimber?” and “He’s got a square head so he must bamddd!” (first answer, yes it really is; second @es, no it isn’t 'cos it's
Fred Lanchester!). However, the 20-something-year-oldradacbuzzer systems worked well, perhaps a little betten the
considerably older electrical impulses in the Austiaygmatter. John Staveley led his Jaguar teams tdadblaovictory as the
Austineers snatched defeat from the jaws of victorgings were evenly matched as the Jaguar team led the Aiustiteam 21 -
19 at the interval ... but things went rapidly downhill with eacond team as the next Jaguar team pulled away &ftep doreak’
and the final result was in the region of 72 - 42.

It was such a happy and entertaining evening that felaeitNA7C could really feel depressed about the result.o@fe, Austin
and Jaguar owners have generally been good friends dowedhdes, but in the wider world one could not help but thizik t
more light-hearted inter-club evenings like this would goreylway to overcoming a lot of the rivalry, cliquetitaties and
downright unfriendliness that too often infect the warldlassic cars. Many thanks to all who organisedlitytao took part and
exhibited that the quaintly old-fashioned spirit of gamesship is still alive and well, those at the Woodfordewupplied the
chips; or those who just came to mix, mingle and cheetdams to victory ... or otherwise!

\NA7C/

Following on from January’s NORFOLK NA7TER, Nick has provided theniolg article:

More on the ‘Austin 7 — Cambridge’ Roof Job Also from Nick Walmsley

More information has emerged about Cambridge 'varsitykgréamvolving Austin Sevens, such as the undergraduategyathan
Austin Seven van on to the Cambridge University Senatesélin June 1958, as seen in the last issue of “NorfolkeNa7t

This was not the only time an Austin featured inrang. Cambridge historian F.A. Reeves, in “Varsity Ragd Hoaxes”
(Oleander Press 1977), related how the porters of St.s)@uifege heard strange noises at around 3:00 a.m. in ttméngndut
were unable (or unwilling!) to trace where the sound chora. At daybreak they made a further inspection asdodiered an
Austin car suspendedgklowSt. John's famous replica ‘Bridge of Sighs’. During thghhiit had been brought a short distance up
river aboard four punts from Quayside. Sadly Reeves doegive a date for the prank, and there is no kngvatograph of it, but
the shape and size of the bridge arch concerned sulggesta Austin concerned can only have been a ‘Chummy'.

Reeves suggests that the ‘van on the roof of Sunday Juh@3B was the best student prank of all time, but the acteghanics
of the Austin’s ascent are still surrounded by some owatsy. Despite the perpetrators’ ‘confession’ thewimging derrick made
of ‘borrowed’ scaffolding had been used to get the van up efgfetfeet to the roof in a total of three hours and yHiie minutes

(Cambridge Daily News). ] (2) Close-up of (1)
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(which included dismantling and replacing scaffolding froorkg on the Seeley Library), two officials from therkke Office who

inspected the van discovered that it appeared to have egntdepieces and bolted together again on the roofy iflsucted the

ten Civil Defence men who arrived at 7:30 a.m. on tllewing Tuesday to remove the van in one piece as @&nttprestige. A

derrick was erected, but the Austin would not pass thrasgirins: dismantling and re-erection followed. On thersgattempt

the tubular arms of the derrick began to buckle. Amorgstnore helpful advice freely offered by the huge crowd liaat

gathered was that of a student watching from the roofadfi<CCollege: he suggested that the job should be done lynaote

‘undergraduate contractors’. Fourteen hours later $ el@ar that the Civil Defence team had been defeatethey began to cut
up the van and lower the pieces to a waiting lorry in edause Passage. Work was resumed on the Thursdaygwehen the

remainder of the van was cut up and lowered: so much foreHoffice prestige!

Editor's Note:from the surviving photograph the van appears to beobtiee rare short wheelbase ‘RM’ types of 1931. Only 1100
were produced.

After a story about an Austin Seven that went up inatbed but which ended it's existence by being cut-up and caveg,ave
continue with stories of Austin Sevens being restored.

\NA7C/

Yet another Roofed Austin Seven.

After reading the Cambridge Austin Seven on the Riafjes Tillett
sent in this photo of another A7 on a roof. Jamesddhis Ruby on
the roof of Jack’s Garage in Auckland, New Zealand, whilst on
holiday there in September 2000. Apparently, the cagbed wheels
and wings, as well a coat of bright yellow paint!

Has anybody else seen an Austin Seven being used as ancadve
hoisted up onto a roof? If so please send in a phatehenstory
behind it.

\NA7C/

RESTORATION REPORTS
Following on from the initial report on my restoratiohmy 1933 A7 Arrow Sports Foursome in the January Niould like to
report on other member’s ongoing restoration projegts.a start, Rick, our Quiz Master has sent in artepohis A7 Boat Tail
Special, which follows. Thank you very much for this itRick. | know that George Crummett, having finished theubul
restoration of his 1927 AD Tourer Chummy a few yeg & now rebuilding a 1927 Gordon England Cup; are therethay A7
projects that we can report on? Please let me knoyguasxperiences help other members with their AusiresSs.

The Fryer Boat-Tailed Special. Rick Fryer

In 1971 | was serving at RAF Brize Norton. Cherry diéhd just got married and our everyday car was a 1938 BignSé
which | drove to work each day. A colleague told me kteshad recently visited a local scrap yard where tivase"an old Austin
Seven” for sale. So | went round to see it and two datgs bnd £75 pound lighter | was the proud owner of the renddia
reputed 1928 Chummy. As the cottage we were renting haarageg | hurriedly hired a lockup.

As you can see from the two pictures below, it had be¢ier days! Its last resting place had been a srollifiy where it had
been a home to the proverbial chickens. There watoumentation, no registration number and no retdrigis The first thing to
do, therefore, was to try and track down its registnatiumber.

Examination of the chassis soon showed that it wasadh a 1929 model, with a screw-in torque tube back aXleis was
confirmed by the chassis number - 95215 - and car number A9-78&2d with this information, | wrote to British Lieyd (as it
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was then). They were able to confirm that the cbaasd car numbers were correct, it was originallyusetoand the colour
specification was maroon over black. They were unablbetp further as they had no records as to whereahéad been
delivered.

So | started dismantling the wreck, salvaging what | coldédining, painting and storing away those parts that woddtaally be
re-used. About this time | made the acquaintance ofatieeMr Dalby, of Austin Seven Services, whose parceigear regularly,
usually with the change from my cheques, in silver and copplotaped to a bit of oily card!

Once down to the bare chassis, | discovered it wakeulaat the rear spring shackles — they nearly allsggarently — so it was off

on the roof rack (we were now driving a Ford 100E) and dowthadocal blacksmith. The front and rear axles welmiiit,
replacing all worn parts as necessary. The crown wheed pinion appeared damaged, so a replacement was sought.
Unfortunately, because the screw-in torque tube back aadeonly in use for about a year, CWPs of this typdeary rare, but |

was in no hurry and eventually managed to pick one up.

The wheels were a collection of types and sizesudirng two “military” ones with lifting bobbins, so | abhed five of the correct
solid-centred hubs from Mr Dalby and sent them off teeh@ew rims and spokes fitted and be stove enamelle@dl dast in 1973,
£47.85.

| stripped down the engine and salvaged all the bits tteuight | could re-use. The carburettor was wrong, wastback to Mr
Dalby for the correct updraught type. | had the cranforewd and the bearings re-metaled — by Oselli, who usethéoup Minis.

At this point | was posted to Cambridge, to a tour of dutthe Careers Information Office. The Seven larfgedsin its lockup in
Oxfordshire until we could arrange suitable accommodatioit.faEventually it moved to a new lockup and restorationtinued
to limp along. In Cambridge we met the late Ray Walkéro’s Austin Seven Garage was a local legend. ThrbigH arranged
to have the cylinder block re-sleeved and new pistopglied. Cherry and | also joined the Cambridge Austin 5&lab.

By this stage, with the chassis and engine virtualigplete, we were thinking about a body. A brief sdrtte a single-seat racer
format was abandoned when we saw one disintegratehitfiag the pit wall during a VSCC Silverstone meetingle looked at
reproduction bodies, but decided that they were beyond oursnadhe time. So | decided to build my own, in plywoeith a
fabric covering.

Once again the RAF intervened in our plans and | wasgtsteAF Abingdon — back in Oxfordshire! Cherry and | detittet it
was time to get into the housing market, so we looked drama bought a house in Wantage — with garage attachedt!at la
However, restoration had to take second place to albtisethat need doing in a new house, so very little took plaben, just as
the house was how we wanted it, the RAF decided theledeme in Norfolk.

Eventually the house in Wantage was sold and in 1979 we no@eleham, where we still live. Work on the Seventioued in
fits and starts and the body evolved as it went along-etiginal plan was to build it without doors, but realishow old and
infirm we are likely to be before it is finished, &¥e now incorporated them. A “new” Chummy floorpan arehiall was obtained
and the body built up on that. (rick3.jpg) | also did mokegtigations into the car’s history. We now know thatas built on
21% August 1929 and was a home market car, dispatchell Sefiember.

Components such as the bonnet, radiator cowl, seatsxaiadst system were bought and stored away for use as neetiede
had a complete set of parts.

The body is now complete and fabric covering has coroateras can be seen from the photos above.

Now | have retired and work on the car will recommemcedrnest. | hope that sometime this year the bodybiite-united with
the chassis and the engine finally started.

\NA7C/

Aimee’s Arrow Points— (The continuing story of JB's A7 Restoration)

With the engine and gearbox away in Oswestry, being miadst® by Keith Rawson, | started to set about sortiegchiassis and
running gear. Because all the body paint is going to twale stripped off, in order to deal with the corrosirich is taking place
under the paintwork, | had already stripped out the flooring andant@de-panels back in December. | find it quite gunng
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seeing how the structure for the ply wood floor panel$kasa designed and fitted to the basic Austin 7 ‘A’ Franassik — anyone

who wants to see it just give me a phone call and coma&ver. Once again, all the flooring and the uncoveredsit has been

painted grey.

The front axle and steering column were the next iterhg tattended to. As mentioned before, the front sprindéan beefed-up

by having 11 spring leaves in it, as opposed to the nornta8B.o0So instead of the normal two ‘U’ bolt fixing toe front chassis

casting, the spring is held sandwiched between two platesnd bottom, and bolted to the chassis castinguybfuits.
The top small leaf of the front spring is actualpmsped by the manufacturer,

Wm E Cary & Co, Manchester with a date ofAPR 1933, (which ties in with

the year of the car) and a part numbetA5134. | had an e-mail “discussion”

about the beefed-up front spring, with Phil Bailden, AT€A Archivist , and

he told me that Cary of Manchester were suppliers to AM@ail has seen

many springs with their logo, date and 1A number, includirps one in my

spares. Having a “1A” number suggests a definite one roadbe A7, so a

small run must have been made...for trials use? Thi®mEnates to me the

usefulness of our club belonging to an association of AG&uen clubs, so that

we are able to call on the experience and expertise ¢f kuowledgeable

enthusiasts. If any other members have queries dbgiutAustin Seven, please

let me know and | will endeavour to find an answer fresmewhere - that is

one of the reasons to be in our club - to help etvér.

Back to the re;toration. To clean out the rust betytAeempring Ieav_es, | ben Comparison of Front Springs:

back the two riveted clamps.at each end and undid th_mbbptt, which goes Top — Aimee’s with mounting fixings

through the centre of the spring assembly. On separatngpting leaves, | noj / Middle — Standard A7

only found that they were rusty, (which was expected)that one leaf was / Bottom — Sports A7

broken (which was not)!! As the normal A7 front sigrionly has eight leaves,

decided not to replace the broken leaf, coming to thelgsion that it will still have two

more leaves than most Austin 7s! The rest of the faaig is pretty standard for a 1933

A7, so only required the normal stripping off of the pagetting rid of the rust, replacing

the worn and broken bits, and repainting.

On the subject of repainting, | had been thinking of using Higenfor repainting the
running gear and chassis, but on the advice of Keith Rawsitetided to use Blackfriar
QD90 Metal Paint, which apart from claiming to leugh and durableit claims to be
“heat resistant to 15G€/300F" and ‘“resists fuels, oils and gredse Trying to locate a
local agent who did not only sell it by the two litan, was a bit of a job, but | eventually
found that Thorne’s Hardware shop, in Norwich stock@n the day that | first bought
some, | happened to pop into Max Bidwell & Sons, at Rackhéatsee how they were]
progressing with repainting Anne and Hamish’'s A35 (Gladys), ax gave the thumbs
up to the Blackfriar paint after reading it's label. f8othe front axle, steering column and
hydraulic brake assemblies have acquired a new slghtydrey paint job.

With respect to the steering box, before | started stxgppits off the chassis, | tried to fill
it with the recommended SAE140 oil, but low and beholdl| ieaked out!! So | removed
the steering column and box assembly from the carpstlifit all out, replaced the drop
arm bush, which | discovered has two 1/8” holes drilledutjinoit to provide lubrication

from the oil in the

steering box to the drop arm shaft and bush. How gredseh v& normally used these
days in the steering box these days, is expected to lgduaicate this shatft, | really do
not understand. It seems logical to me that thathig tlve box is meant to be filled with
oil. The problem is that the felt oil seal is nary good at keeping the oil inside t
steering box. Therefore | decided to find a modern lip tipseal, to replace the origing|
felt type.

The normal Austin Seven spare parts suppliers do nowulist & thing — they can supply
modern lip seals as replacement for the other fels,sbat not for the steering box drop
arm. Luckily, | found Allseals (Eat Anglia) Ltd, in Rounelr Way, Norwich, and they
provided me with a lip seal that just the right sizédéopushed into the pressed-steel seal
cap on the steering box drop arm shaft and of course isgielD for going over the
shaft. For those of you who are interested in modifyiaur steering box, the seal size is
described as “1250D x 075ID x 18depth Metal’. The central sectibrthe
aforementioned steel seal cap was machined out, soaadytleave a small lip to hold the
new seal in place, and then with a smear of silidiojuéd gasket was used to seal between
the cap and the seal casing, the cap was put in placecked lonto the drop arm casing
by a couple of centre punch pops. The steering box and wolues rebuilt (using a
judicious amount of silicone liquid gasket around the slat®ar holes), clamped in thg
vice and refilled with SAE140. The next morning there wa®ol of oil on the floor, with
a trail of oil leading to the open end of the steerivlgran stator tube!!!!

New lip type oil seal in plac |

The original stator tube showing the
hole.

The various tubes of the steeriny
column.
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So once again | drained the remainder of the oil otppstd out the steering box “again”, and this time took teersg column to
pieces, and eventually | was able to remove the diatberbottom bush assembly from the steering box, wisigthien | found that
the stator tube had a hole in it some 2" long by 1/16” wieler the bottom!!! Trying to find a replacement statibe proved to be
a bit of a problem, as | soon found out that this isAblilles Heel of the Austin Seven steering columnhiat it is the part that
usually fails!! So nobody | contacted had any second-ktatdr tubes left — plenty of spare columns without therat-many left
with them!!!' Our machining and steam engine maesfiartin R, suggested that | phone round the local metlhgdraulic pipe
stockists. This | did, but my requests for steel tub@ig)6” OD with 22 SWG wall thickness did not meet with maahcess,- “we
only do metric mate!” - until | made contact with SnsitMetals Centre in Norwich, who deal in non-ferrowtahproducts, and
they could supply me with the correct size tube in bralsigh was ideal. However, | only needed 32" of tube andwoeyd only
supply it in lengths of 3.85 metres, at a cost of £53.00 + VATIguegth!! | was able to get the price down to £25.00 + AT

he had recently had a number of enquiries for replacestegiot tubes, and had decided to try and source some be\msmls next
Austin Seven parts project. He was going to phone rownddimal metal suppliers, who had told him that they cgatchim any
metal that he wanted, and he would call me back the ngxt @ihe next afternoon, Wayne phoned me back, sayirtgathhis

normal suppliers had failed him and he wanted to know hawntact Smiths Metal Centre in Norwich. It turned that Smiths
have a branch in Nottingham, which is nearer to Wagnd,who gave him a better price!! So the followinguBky morning a
36" package was pushed through my letter box, containing a shimybrass tube!!! Then it was only a matter of ating the

brass bush/plug off the bottom of the original stator tabegfully soldering it onto the new brass tube so ithagas all square,
trimming off the protruding half an inch of tube, reassémglthe steering column and steering box, and refiliingith SAE140.

The result, hopefully an oil tight steering box — magic!!

The next job is to strip off the paint from the bodywdmlg | really cannot face stripping it off with Nitronsoand all the muck and
mess that will involve. So | have taken the bodyésisaassembly over to Toad Hall for David W to do tieegroperly, replace the
corroded bits of aluminium, sort out anything else thateoto light as a result of the paint-stripping and sipraith undercoat so
that | can carry on with the overhaul of the rear axdat springs and repainting the chassis etc.

\NA7C/
FIRST SEVENS

Nick W and | thought that it would be interesting to sdmat our members first Austin Seven actually was, ttey found them,

when it was, how much it was, any amusing storiesitatheem, and include a photograp8o please send in your story of your

first Austin Seven.

Jim’s First Seven

To crank the subject up, | am submitting my only
photograph of my first road-going car, which was a 1936
Ruby, who | called Emily — don’t know why now, but it
suited. At the time, which was back in 1966, when | was
an apprentice agricultural mechanic, with Eastern Counties
Farmers, at Halesworth, one of the mechanics told me
about this Austin 7 that was parked in a neighbour’'s
garden in Ubbeston, near to Heveningham Hall and |
bought it for thirteen pounds ten shillings (in those days
money was worth something!!). It was black all over, s
to brighten it up, | used a can Valspar Pillar Box Red to
paint the wings, and the only other “modification” was to
install a set of Wipac flashing indicators.

One day, when | left my digs in Holton to go into tor

one of the half-shaft keys sheared, so | resorteaytbike.

Later in the day, Charlie, one of the other mechanic

offered to tow the car into the ECF works so that | could

repair it. We hitched up Emily onto a towrope behind | Here is Emily and JB during the Peasenhall Carnival, 1967n the days
home-made Lotus Cortina (it had won so many speed g before the “Drink and Drive Legislation” came into force!!!

at Ipswich Stock Car Track that they stopped giving tht
to him!!) and we set off back to Halesworth. The treubhs that because Emily was so light, Charlie fondwit he was doing
and half-way back he resumed his normal driving speed — # iMiRn Austin Seven, on the end of a tow rope, wittwag of
communicating to the tow car is pretty interestinyly A7 brakes did not have much effect on a tuned up Lotusn@adt

My parents lived in Chelmsford, and | used to drive Erdityvn the A12 to see them for the weekend. One wintedsBun
evening, | was returning to Halesworth, up the A12 dualagervay round Witham, following the left-hand kerbstongshat was

all that the dipped lights were picking out, when | realised t was being overtaken by two cars, side by side!!!s Shimewhat

confused me, until the kerbstones veered out to theaight realised that | had just followed the kerb intd aut of a lay-by!!!!

| thoroughly enjoyed Emily, bombing around the Suffolkirtinyside for about a year, but my mother was somewdraterned
about Emily’'s brakes, so my parents lent me the maméyy a Mini.

\NA7C/
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FROM OTHER AUSTIN SEVEN MAGAZINES
Austin Seven Car Numbers & Data

When we rejoined the club this year, (and with all me@mbers) | have asked for the various Austin Seven fidatibn numbers,
so that we can be sure that the A7CA Austin Seven Redigas the correct data with respect to our carsen T the February
edition of the EA7C magazine, The Chassis, | notited Graham had reprinted the article about the numbebg found on
Austin 7s, by Phil Bailden, the A7CA Archivist. Sodntacted him, and the other two people involved inghigect Sandy Croall
(A7CA Registrar), and Malcolm Watts (A7CA Webmastear)ask their permission to reprint the article. Ajteed, and Sandy and
Phil have up dated the original article. So | hope yoat find the following article of interest, as well dsrifying why | was
asking for the data on the renewal/membership forms.

“‘Always Quote This Number”

The ‘Car No.’ was an Austin Works Ledger number by which the factory or garage could identify all assembled cars
after engines had been fitted, tested and passed. Some cars had replacement engines in the Works. One saloon of
1929, was recorded to have had five engines in it before leaving the Works. The "Heritage" records known to survive
are for just four sequences of cars:

March-June 1929 A8 series Ch. 77535- 87433
June-Dec 1929 A9 series Ch. 87434 - 97332
April-Oct 1930 Bl series Ch. 107228 - 117126
Jan-June 1931 B3 series Ch. 127026 - 136924

A search for information and the issue of a ‘Heritage Certificate’ for a specific ‘Car No.’ is available on request from (and
cheques to): BMIHT Ltd, Heritage Motor Centre, Banbury Road, Warks., CV35 0BJ or telephone 01926 645 075 (Head
Archivist is Gillian Bardsley in March 2006). Cost is approximately £25.

The approximate date sequence for all the ‘Car Nos." is:- Al — 1922; A2 - May 1925; A3 — May 1926; A4 - Feb
1927; A5 - Oct 1927; A6 - April 1928; A7 - Dec 1928; A8 - Feb 1929; A9 - July 1929; B - Oct 1929; BI - April
1930; B2 - Oct 1930; B3 -Jan 1931; B4 - July 1931; B5 -Jan 1932; B6 - June 1932; B7 - Jan 1933; B8 - June
1933; B9 -Jan 1934; C -June 1934; ARQ etc jewel series July 1934 at 249701, from July 1936 separate Car and
Chassis Nos'. dropped, the ‘Chassis No.” was the only reference number from the introduction of New Ruby etc.

The service plate was screwed to the early cars, as a numbered zinc disc, up to about A4-4000, April 1927. Fig 1. It
continued next as two plates vertically near the petrol tap on the bulkhead

Fig 2, then the two plates moved to the inclined lip on the nearside scuttle. Fig 3. Sometimes these have been painted
over or deliberately transposed to re-register a fraudulently acquired number or car, or simply to re-assemble a road-
going vehicle from two or three basic elements. Fig 4 shows original and reproduction plates and the difference in style
of letters and numbers.

From 1983 up to now, we have had to bow and scrape to DVLA to re-license genuine dormant cars, so to help fully
identify and date your vehicle, try scraping away and looking for the numbers.
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Engine No.
Always easily found. Stamped into the crankcase at the front nearside (to read conveniently with the early chassis) and

later duplicated near the rear offside oil pipe union. Always prefixed M (for Motor) except possibly on marine or
stationary adaptations Figs 5 & 6 or blank replacement if ex. works.

Chassis No.

At first, this was stamped on the nearside rail, forward of the front engine mounting. Figs 7 & 8; then sometime in the
late '20s the works moved the numbering along the rail to just forward of the rear engine mounting, adding the Engine
Number. Figs 9 & 10. In the early 30's only the Chassis number was marked and located behind the rear engine
mounting (this position is normally covered by the side/splash plate). Figs 9 & 11. Finally, from the mid. 30’s, a plate
was attached by rivets to the offside rail below the starter. Fig 12.

Body No.
Always stamped on the top of the propshaft tunnel between the front seats. Figs 13, 14 & 15. As saloons
and other bodies progressed after early tourers, a simple alphabetical prefix was added. Basically, Tourers

were A .. ., Coupes were B ..., Sports were E ...,
2-seaters were P ..., Saloons were R ...; but with at least 50 derivatives.
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At first, the chassis rear cross member carried all three chassis,
engine and body Nos, stamped into the nearside web, facing
rearwards. Fig 16.

Very occasionally, a number has been found stencilled on the
offside, e.g. Ch. No. 107577 of April 1930 (Mill's book, ‘Original
Austin 7', pl7 and also Purves’ Source Book, pl18), but this
number was apparently discontinued.

Rear Axle
All axles had their exact date, a foundry number and a ratio, but rust may have eroded these. Figs 17 & 18 ..

Electrical

Many starters and dynamos are month dated but of course are likely to be
exchange units. One item that rarely failed was the cut-out/fuse box. Early ones
had the bases stamped, then the smaller upper cover eg 6V ER 10 32
(October 1932). Fig 19 shows the base of an original coil — my cut-out covers
had enough corrosion on them to be unable to get a clear illustration.

Various

Cylinder heads and blocks sometimes had raised dates cast at the foundry,

and on early engines

all moving components, i.e. crank, rods, flywheel, block etc. were given the crankcase number. Some old pistons and
gearboxes were also numbered or dated but of course all these various components are not necessarily original to the
car. The prefix CH Al appears to have been added to bare chassis for a few coach built models in the 20’s. CH A1l-
4189 on a 1927 Van; CH A1-6664 and 9273 are on 1927 Mulliners (A7CA Register) — This seems to have been a bright
idea by someone for chassis supplied to specific Coachbuilders, the idea was soon dropped.

Finally, never assume the log book was correctly or completely filled out by the LVLO Council clerk; or that the
sequence of production matched the Registration Number sequence. Some vehicles stood awaiting sale and thus first
Registration for 2 years.

Notes:

It will often be found on current V5 / V5C's that the ‘Engine Capacity’ is quoted as 858cc, this refers to the Mk 1 Mini
(Austin 7) and was an error introduced by DVLA when the Registration documentation was centralised in the early
1970’s, local Registration Authorities were also instructed to destroy their old records.

From January 2006, the implementation of on-line checking of the MOT Garage'’s test information with data held on the
DVLA's V5C'’s records system will mean it is essential that all the relevant numbers on your car match those on the
V5C, otherwise it's ‘likely to be’/'will be’ an instant MOT failure.

Original article from the ‘Grey Book 1990A, Text 1990 and 2005
Author - Phil Baildon, Archivist / Vice Chairman A7CA -
reproduced and updated with his kind permission.

Additional notes and photographs, etc. E & O.E., 2005 Sandy Croall, Registrar A7CA.
Copyright ‘The Austin Seven Clubs Association’, 200 5

Our thanks go to Sandy Croall and Phil Baildon of the A7CA for ths very informative article.
\NA7C/
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NEW MEMBERS :
Since the January Norfolk Natter, when we attachedish of NA7C members, we have four new membersw&are now up to
membership number 56, with every one rejoining (or exprgdbe intention to rejoin!) at the beginning of thisge The total
number of Members and Joint Members now totals at\dii6,76 Austin Sevens. We are pleased to welcome tlusving new
members:-
Mem. No. 053, Tricia & David Rix , Alpington, Norwich, Norfolk. Austin 7s:21926 AD Tourer
Other cars:- 1961 Ford 100E Popular, 1969 Lotus Elan S4 FHC ,R®#3 P6 2200.
Mem. No. 054.John Groom. Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. Austin 7$931 RL Saloon
Other cars:- 1956 Morris Minor
Mem No.. 055.Nigel & Caroline Stennett-Cox North Walsham, Norfolk. Austin 7s:-
Other Cars:- 1926 Bentley 3ltr, 1930 Ford Model ‘A’, 1932 Fo#&d V
Mem No.. 056.Paul & Pam Mitchell. Reepham, Norwich, Norfolk. Austin 7932 Milk Delivery Car.

\NA7C/
THE MISSING —THE FOR SALE — THE WANTED SECTION!

Chris Chubb, who looks after theAustin Seven Boat Tail 2 Seater Register, is trying to &ite one of his “flock” that has gone
missing in our part of the country. He is interested to trace the current whereaboutseoA7 Boat Tail car, built on chassis
number 109080, which was originally registered in May 1930, reijistration JG 946. When Chris last knew of it ia 1980’s, it
belonged to a Malcolm Fryer of Hockham Street, KingsrnLyif anyone has any information as to the car’seririocation, please
let me know and | will pass the details on to Ch(lsvas amazed by the coincidence that an original A7 Boat Tail wasdhy a
Mr Fryer, living in Norfolk in the 80’s, and we now have anothefer, living in Norfolk, making his own A7 Boat Tail!!UB)

\NA7C/

Kevin is slimming down his collection

JB received the following e-mail from Kevin Shortis ofi W@rch.:-

“l have decided that | am going to slim down some of my collection of 20 cars. Too many are not being used and that is
not good for them, so | will be selling some off. They are all pretty original and sound, but most have been asleep for
20years!

| am getting them out, MOTing and taxing them, but they will all be better after they have been used for a while. At the
moment | have done some, whereas others are on the way. None are immaculate but all are tidy.

1936 Ruby:- Local car and owned by me for 40 years still original paint on the body, Mot and taxed, intend to put a
new headlining in when | get time but nice leather. Running well.

1936 Ford 10 model C :- (like a mini ford V8) owned by me for 35 years but not had much use. Original cloth
upholstery and carpets a bit scruffy. MOT and taxed. Running well.

1936 Morris 8, 2 door :- Again a very original car. Last used in 1978 by me. Now running and sorting out the stuck up
hydraulic brakes will shortly get it MOTed and Taxed. Bodywork is original paint in the main and very solid interior
original but now showing its age

1936 Lanchester 10 :- Incredibly original at only 44k miles. Pre-selector gearbox now out and running. Shortly to be
MOTed and taxed. Owned by me for about 30 years and last used 20 years ago.

Coming out shortly

1934 Austin 7 Box saloon :- Solid and engine overhauled before being stored.

1930 Austin 7 Ali saloon - Running well when last used.

1954 A40 Somerset : Exceptionally original 39k miles.

1938 Hillman Minx :- One previous owner, last used for the Dutch Windmill run about 10 years ago with no problems.
Very original.

I will try and be strong normally | get them out get them running well and decide not to sell!
Have not yet decided on prices but they will be half reasonable! They can always make an offer “

If anyone is interested please give Kevin a ring inethenings on 01603 742012.
\NA7C/

Other Sales & Wants
A UNIQUE OPPURTUNITY has arisen for an enthusiasa¢guire this well known re@ambridge
Special It has a hood and an MOT, but regretfully has no patemring, ABS, or bidet. Full details
from Mr John Kirby of Dereham on 01362-69257Bor those of us who are not in the motor trade,
John tells me that the term “bidet” apparently refers to “rear washer and wiper”!! Ed.)

Austin 7 Sport Special. Based on 1935 Ruby. Build completed in 2001.

Boxed chassis, lowered suspension, Vince Leek modified aftcebgine, Nippy gears. Green fabric
body, aero-screens, black Ruby type bonnet with incliadihtor grill, 10 gallon slab petrol tank, and
tonneau cover. Great wind-in-the-teeth-fun!! Excellantd and service file. £4750. Garry Kendall,
Thorpe St Andrews, Norwich. 01603-491107
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Hamish Alger is open to serious offers from anybody imgrb buy his1929 AUSTIN 7 ULSTER This car is ajenuine Ulster —
not a replica- and it has recently been painstakingly restored by Hetoia very high standard. It is the car that won Best in
Sports Class” at last year's Beaulieu Austin Seven Rty it proved itself on the steep hills in this yeaftskshire Experience.
Contact Hamish on 01502-574097

For Sale :-Window Winder Mechanism Door Pressingsto lift trim material clear of the mechanical bitSuitable for Austin
Seven Box Saloon. £8.00 the pair. Martin Roper, 01603-880695

\NA7C/

FBHVC NEWSLETTER No 1 2006

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME
Some important and excellent news to start 2006:
As club main contacts will already know, FBHVC has nieged with international insurance brokers, Willis ftizd, a new
scheme for liability insurance for FBHVC subscribkrbs. Willis may not be a particular familiar namehistoric vehicle circles,
but it is the parent company of Richardson Hosken, |tawgding brokers for the Bentley Drivers Club and theldRbyce
Enthusiasts Club, amongst others.
The scheme is underwritten by AIG Europe (UK) Limitatd énas been created in response to concerns expressadnlyy
subscriber clubs that the cost of public liability irswe was becoming prohibitively expensive: some clubyge Wweing quoted
rates exceeding £5 per member.
Those wishing to check the background and credentials ofiswdhid AIG may do so by visiting www.willis.com and
www.aigeurope.co.uk respectively.
In outline, the benefits of the new FBHVC scheme are:

Modest minimum premiums for £5,000,000 public liability coasiow as £95 plus IPT for the very smallest clubs, rising

to £570 plus IPT for a club of 600 members with larger clubsgbgited individually;

Availability of product liability cover (the minimum pmaum for this section is £500);

Employers’ liability cover at just £50 for up to five padhployees, plus £10 per paid employee thereafter;

Modest minimum premiums for other ‘add on’ sections;

Building and office contents cover available;

Further options include: health and safety; key protertibel and slander; professional indemnity; directard efficers

liability; travel; money; personal accident;

Simple proposal form.
All poI|C|es will run to 31 January each year, satfioremiums will be pro-rata to that date. Clubs un@6érriembers will pay their
basic public liability premium to FBHVC, but larger cludosd all clubs taking out additional sections of cover will et Willis
Limited direct.
Access to the scheme, which is expected to be opdmufiness from 1 February, is limited to FBHVC subsaritddubs. Those
interested in obtaining a proposal form for a quotattomukl contact the FBHVC secretary stating the expértg af their current
cover — priority in the first month or so will be givim
clubs with the most urgent need.
Please note that under Financial Services Authorifylegions, FBHVC is unable to make any recommendatibastansurance. It
is up to individual member clubs to ensure that the insaraacer they take out is suitable for their activitBHvC will not be
receiving any commission from either Willis Limited AIG Europe (UK) Limited.
FBHVC wishes to thank Eric Jones of the Austin Sevem<lassociation for his immensely valuable groundworthwiit which
this scheme would not have come in to being.

UK LEGISLATION David Hurley

Occasional Sales Bill

This bill has now run out of time, but Greg Knight MP loé tAll Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicles Group hmut down an

amendment to take autojumbles out of the scope of the bil

Threat to vehicular use of unsurfaced roads

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill tiadthe time of writing, is still passing through theuse of Lords covers
a wide range of topics. Of particular concern to motori$ts enjoy using their vehicles on unclassified roadssiection relating to
Rights of Way. This part of the Bill would allow NationBbrk authorities to make traffic regulation orders athbroorders

regulating traffic on byways, footpaths, bridleways andurfaced roads in National Parks.

It would also limit vehicular rights on unclassified roanshe countryside that are not already recognised asy@pen to All

Traffic (BOAT). It does this by blocking any incompletiaims to have unclassified roads recorded as BOATsngtish and

Welsh local authorities’ definitive maps as public rigbtsvay for mechanically propelled vehicles, so in otwerds, if a road is
not recorded as a BOAT on the day the legislation sdmte force, it never will be.

A great deal of fur has been flying recently with orgatiims representing motoring interests accusing governofieaneging on
agreements to give motorists a fair deal by continuingotwsider applications for BOAT status provided the apptinatare

submitted before the legislation is due to take effedt @unter accusations that motoring groups have snarlesystem up by
submitting huge numbers of improperly researched applications

FBHVC has asked the All Party Parliamentary Historah\le Group to press for amendments that would providekbaient of

balance. FBHVC has emphasised its view that enfeeoemwf existing legislation and regulation would be bettantadding to the
statute book further measures that will restrict thtevisies of the law-abiding while having no deterrent effen the anti-social
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and thoughtless individuals who cause the problem iffirteinstance as there is no more likelihood of tieeshegislation being
enforced than there is of the old.

It should, however, be said that the government does &aveblem trying to balance the needs and aspiratioaf wfvolved.

This was highlighted by MP Bob Spink in October last yeagrwhe proposed an unrelated Bill that, if enacted, woutsvatie

authorities to seize vehicles that had been used intasoaial way. He reported that constituents complaoféthe daily lives of
residents being disrupted by the noise of these off-roadroyales, while the safety of those persons who ushatttelegitimately
for recreational purposes, dog walking etc. is alsosttbiecause of the selfish and intolerable attitude takehidyllegal, anti-

social behaviour’ but acknowledged that the interestseofttany decent off-roaders ...[who] ... suffer from the batha that the
activity gets because of a few off-roaders who could a@ kess’ should not be ignored.

EU LEGISLATION
(Extracted from FIVA'’s regular update provided by its lobbyingiset EPPA)

European Commission dispels two FIVA concerns

Last autumn, the European Commission responded positivelyotquestions posed by FIVA. The first concerns anamrement
earlier this year that the Commission is consideringrpiaierestrictions on the use of mercury. At firsty Almembers reported
that this would not pose a problem. However, in Octadbdrecame clear that a restriction on the use ofcargrcould pose a
problem for the restoration of some Duesenberg carshwise mercury in their crankshaft vibration damperB/ARook this
concern to the European Commission who responded thhisastage, any Commission action would not impact siseh of
mercury — and that if their intentions broadened in tiharé, FIVA’'s concerns will be taken into consideration.

The second concerned a rumour that the European Ceiamis considering banning the use of cars which halyerear wheel
brakes. The head of the DG TREN Road Safety UnifastBostmann, who as of the beginning of October is naWwe@ost and
therefore is still learning the brief, made the nemssenquiries and then confirmed that there are no suds plederway in the
Commission.

Exemptions to EU ban on metals in cars amended

Exemptions to a general EU ban on the use of six heatglsnn vehicles have been updated by a Council decigiah amends
a list of exemptions passed under the EU's end-ofifécles directive in 2002 — from which historic vehices exempted. The
most controversial among the changes is an extensithdsyyears, until 1 July 2008 for continued use of nickel cadriiliG@ad)
batteries in electric vehicles. The decision alsiereds by one year to 1 July 2006 the right to use lead ire &dats and in
vulcanising agents and stabilisers in certain applicatidhalso introduces an entirely new exemption, runningy dJaly 2007, for
cadmium in certain optical components. However, itado bring to an end, by 1 July 2008, the previously opdadaxemption
for the use of lead in bearing shells and bushes. Ifadter tightens a strict limit on lead content of coppsed in brake linings
which will become effective from 1 July 2007.

Note: This only applies to new vehicles — material arttce for the repair of existing vehicles (such agevmetalling) are not
affected, but the report highlights the trend of EU thigki

Commission consultation on Transport White Paper mid-tem review

The European Commission has launched a mid-term resiéts White Paper on the European transport policy2@#0. While
the majority of the issues under consideration areelevant as they address road versus rail transport angsina@iation policy
etc, some are of interest and FIVA submitted commesfizrd the deadline of 31 December 2005. The Commissitenl lien
guestions it wanted answers/comments on, the relevasth@ing:

Q. Are there any developments in congestion and pallatiothe main axes, in air transport, in the citieqarticularly sensitive
areas?

Q. What are the trends as regards road safety?

Q. What actions of the White Paper need to be reiedtitc

Q. What are the new actions to be added, in which reddsf?

Q. Which should be the priority actions between nag 2010 (congestion limitation, new technologies, tramsjig@an network,
charging, focus on the corridors, new actions on utfzensport)?

Q. What new additional actions between now and 201@fetysssues (maritime, aviation, road)?

In its submission to the Commission’s DG TREN, FIVA lakped the following points.

1. One of FIVA's key roles is to protect the rightpieeserve and use historic vehicles and that in doingl¥@, is helping preserve
an element of European culture for Europeans.

2. The preservation and use of historic vehicle makengisant contribution to national economies.

3. FIVA is concerned about the potential impact of emvinental legislation on the use of historic vehicles & iarundertaking
research which will help allow decisions based on factgher than assumptions — to be taken.

4. FIVA is committed to ensuring the best possible radelty for historic vehicle users and surrounding tegidestrians and the
commitment is reflected in the Code of Safe drivingahtitIVA is developing and will distribute to its membepshi

The submission concluded with a call to EU decision malkerscognise that historic vehicles have as much t@hse roads as
all other vehicles and that they should also alwayssider the impact of policy and policy development on tlseofic vehicle
movement. If the impact would be negative and unintentiondisproportionate to the objective they should woitk \WIVA to
find solutions which satisfy all needs.
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DVLA Sandy Hamilton

| had hoped that the April 2004 consultation on inspectimtguures was in the past but the September 2005 publication of
responses to it seems to have caused confusion amamgstenthusiasts and certain of the specialist prese fdlowing
comments are intended to lay to rest the fears andtasxthat some of the scare-mongering stories hawergied amongst those
inclined to believe in conspiracy theories.

The original consultation was a ten year review of ptaoes first introduced in 1994 following earlier or consolidategislation.
This had included establishment of Single Vehicle Apdr{8&A) testing for imported and amateur/kit-built vehiclda essence,
the consultation wanted to establish whether theepioes had been effective, were they working properlglierthey need
improvement and/or amendment. If they were considextsfactory that was OK, since there was no hiddgmda to sneak yet
more restrictions upon us.

Replies were to be submitted by July 2004 and, following dmesti the 431 individual responses, DVLA published their amalys
in September 2005. It was at this point that some pdngigan to huff and puff and to circulate stories that aogification (even
changing seats or brakes) would render a vehicle liatde 8VA test, removal of historic status (if applicalasled re-registration
with a ‘Q’ mark - or worse -

removal from the road.

Cutting through the hysteria it seems that those masterned had missed the introduction of the new procedurEa9 or, if
they had been aware, had not fully understood the natuteed2004 review consultation. Their fears sprang frdecteely
reading the ‘recommendations’ that were attached tb eagew category. These were in fact a summangesgpondents views
expressed in their replies, and were not those nedgssapported by DVLA. Indeed these recommendations teebe subject to
further analysis and review and only those that had pwritould be cost-effectively introduced, would be subjedotmal
proposals and further consultation.

Having spoken to the relevant departments at DVLA | asarasl that no recommendations are being acted upon that weeld gi
rise to some of the wilder theories about extensionvef &sting, withdrawal of registration marks, or régtons on use, or the
ability to undertake vehicle modifications. DVLA has desire to be informed when you have changed to all®elshadded
spotlights, new seats, disc brakes etc. The only chahgeyou are obliged to inform are those that are ar@tbte Section 7 of
the V5C document and that affect identification (personalahitle) and have potential VED revenue implications.

A caution is that unregistered vehicles built from aatgrof spare parts (‘rebuilt classics’) may need toinbtertification as to the
age of components and to obtain confirmation from agweised club prior to being allocated an appropriate ageedetaark. In
those cases a radical departure from the originalfegg@n may require a DVLA inspection to establistwhrouch of the original
design is retained. The principal category potentidilgcted would appear to be extreme customisation wheregxample,
‘chopping and channelling’, changes to design of suspensiorstaadng so radically affect the appearance that ¢héche no
longer resembles the original outline or style. &eavidance of doubt the above is a summary of existing regensrsince 1994
and isnot new Very few if any of ‘our’ vehicles are likely to ladfected by this process and any vehicle in possessiarvalid
logbook (V5/V5C) does not require to follow it.

Rest assured that FBHVC will continue to monitor themesultations to ensure that any action that magvotloes not adversely
affect our movementln the meantime continue to attach furry dice to your vefcles without fear that cameras will record
your c